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Legal Measures for Herbs Protection Regarding

the Asean Comprehensive Investment Agreement
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Abstract

Herbs are valuable materials using in
many commercial researchers. Therefore,
herbs are highly required by researchers
and investors who seek for benefit from
them. In 2015, Thailand will fully enter
the ASEAN Economic Community. Under

the agreement on investment within ASEAN,
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member countries have to provide privilege
to ASEAN investors and the investors who
have their businesses in ASEAN to get
more liberated investment opportunity. Hence,
that investment liberalisation may be the
occasions for foreign investors to take
advantages from Thai herbs including
applying for intellectual property rights from
Thai herbs without asking for the rights
to access to the herbs and gaining profit
sharing of Thai herbs. Moreover, investors
can reduce their cost and time in researching
and developing their medical products
by using the local knowledge of herbs.
Consequently, the rights of new products
belong to the investors and protected by the
intellectual property rights laws while there
are nothing or unfair sharing benefits to

the country who owns the herbs.
Keywords: Herbs Protection
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