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Abstract

Objectives of this research are to
study the role, duties and authority of the
Election Commission in supervising and
organizing an election of local councilors
and local administrators in an honest and

just manner. In the past elections, the

Election Commission couldn’t complete an
investigation before the election result
announcement due to problems from legal
enforcement concerning investigation according
to the Election of Local Councilors and
Local Administrators Act of 2002. That’s
why the Election Commission couldn’t
complete their investigation soon enough
according to the purpose of the law. In this
study, the researcher has conducted a
qualitative research and in-depth interviews
with samples, who are directly involved with
the election, for instance, members of
the Election Commission, lawyers and
academics, local politicians and voters to
find the root cause of the problems and
solutions. The data collected will be
analyzed and used as a guideline to amend
the law pertaining to the election of local
councilors and local administrators.
Findings from the research are as
follows: The investigation period is very
restricted. The number of investigators is
insufficient, not related to the quantity of
work. People assisting in the investigation
do not understand the principles of election
cases. Investigators have no authority to make
a search, arrest or issue a warrant to obtain
evidence. There is no law to protect
witnesses for election cases. Investigators do
not hold the status like officers according to
the Criminal Code. Investigation needs too
many complicated procedures. Opinions made

are repeated and redundant. Local politicians
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have influenced evidence gathering. Penalties
to offenders are not severe enough. The
Election Commission’s investigation report
is not the main evidence in election, civil
or criminal cases. The law does not allow
provincial election officers to work in a term
or have authority to make final decision.
Modern technology is not deployed.

From this study, the researcher has
managed to figure out a guideline to solve
those problems through efficient legal
enforcement. Namely, the number of inves-
tigators should be increased and sufficient,
related to the quantity of work. Investigators
should have authority to make a search,
arrest or issue a warrant to obtain evidence
and earn risk allowances and can carry
a weapon. Investigation report analysis should
have a clear-cut deadline and the analysis
should be streamlined. A request to object
an election should be made in 30 days from
the date of the incident, or believed to have
that incident or learned of that incident. There
should be a law to protect witnesses for
election cases. Penalties to offenders should
be more severe. The Election Commission’s
investigation report should be the main
evidence in election, civil or criminal cases.
Provincial election officers should work in
a term, for instance, a 4 years’ term and
have authority to make final decision in
an election of local councilors and local
administrators. Modern technology should be

deployed. All of those will allow quality

politicians to be elected, solve problems and
sponsor local and national development in

line with the public intention.
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