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Investigation of reaction rate expressions for steam methane reforming

process
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Abstract

This article involves investigation of the steam methane reforming process in a
reactor packed with non-porous catalyst. It has been reported that this process has three
main reactions, including 1) steam methane reforming, 2) water gas shift, and 3) reverse
methanation, although thermodynamically there are only two independent reactions. The
objective of this research is to find out whether the assumption of having 2 main reactions,
i.e., reactions 1 and 2, can give the same reactor performance as that calculated by
assuming that there are 3 main reactions. Numerical simulation was performed for four

temperatures by fixing the feed flow rate, feed composition, and pressure in the reactor. It
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was found that the calculation results obtained by using the two different assumptions are
very close to each other. The assumption of having two reactions is therefore preferred due

to its simplicity.
Keywords Steam methane reforming, Reaction rate, Simulation
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Tuﬂﬁ]ﬁ;ﬁ’uﬁﬂ’ﬁﬁuﬂ%mLma'qwé’qmumqLﬁaﬂﬁummmumﬁu wislundsnumadoniianniy
Dundsnundnlusmandondsmilalasiau esnlalasnuidmdsuaudeuresniswlngd
asnindomdsfiinanneniindiussi (fossil fuel) uazannsaiuldislusuuuuroaaiviotie
(Armor, 1999: Dincer and Acar, 2015) Savadiadunsanuitarenn ndensenlusilinelminie
\39uUnszan (Villacampa et al., 2003; Wang et al., 2013; Bej et al, 2013) uonanilelasiaud
ansaldiduingiu (raw  material) TAfuMa18 9N T2 UIUNIINNQAFINNTTU LU NTZUIUNITHER
wonluidonazuviuea nssuiunsitdndawles (hydrodesulfurization)  wawNIEUIUNITEUY
(Armor, 1999; Villacampa et al., 2003)

Jagduieuaz 98% maﬂﬂ%mmlaimLﬁ]uﬁ’jﬂmmgﬂmémsﬁumﬂmﬂﬁﬂﬁ?’lmiﬂ (Abbas and
Wan Daud, 2010) Fwufudomdsagn nssviunsuanlslnsuainimuansaiildan 3
nsvuIuns Mun nszuruntsiimudnesuiiedaglen (steam methane reforming) ns¥uaunseen
FATUUIEILYBITIIY WAZATEUIUNSUANAAER YDV (Bej et al, 2013) NSTUIUNNTILNS
wosuiiseletidunszuiunsiifedludondudinniandesnnannsondalalasauldluuiu
wnuasfialdanas (Twisg, 1996; Levent et al, 2003) wifiumaavefinugiuuinunaingnfne
U AnuaINnsandinaNNseUIunIsuin (Gunaseelan, 1997; Molino et al, 2013) #3i54
UFATeildlunssuiunisiimuivesuisdslotindulansdnfauasngulansdnsega Téun
Isifgy (Rh) wwalaiies (Pd) wwaitdu (PY wazgillen (Ru) wiludendlydudilavetniiagnld
ogsunsvians LiesaniimgnuazauieslunisiAiaUfAzengs (Rostrup-Nielsen, 1984; Rostrup-
Nielsen et al., 1988)

nsrurunsiimudrlesuisieledlasdnivginseauinduiisemdn 3 Uiase Taud
U Tmidvesufisieloth UfRsemewmesuiadns (water gas-shift) uazdiisendunduresns
WAL (reverse methanation) (Xu and Froment, 1989; Soliman et al., 1992; Elnashaie and
Elshishini, 1993; Avraam et al., 2010) Lwﬂumﬂqmwwamam% (thermodynamics) AS¥UIUNTT
fimidviesufisielethil 2 UA3e18a%e (independent reaction) Idunufiisenfnudviesuiiafele
huazdiisemowesufadng duufsefunduvesmaiaiimudunasuvesufasenfinuivesy
fesloviuarufAtenamesufadng Jelilduiisendasy winannsafigaidlddn mmsauuddn
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nszUINMEIURATeWEN 2 UA%e Inanisduin duaussausvesufnsal Indidesiunsdli
aund InszuiunsiiufAtevidn 3 UFATe1 nmsduaniieeenuuuuinsal wiensmaussous
vosufnsal flavanunsarld Tnonsausfidinszuiunsiiiuiisemdn 2 U§Asen Swevilviede
MIATUIN

UITAIATINITINY
NuUITpllTngUsTasAiefnwinssuiunmsiimuinesuisneglounlaesaiunzandiuiu
YIUHATEMANTVDINTZUIUNT BagydgsianIsAIUInANIIOULYaIUnTal

YOULIANTSITY

nsfnuluuAdeivlaenissiaes (simulation) nszurumstuufnsaluuuiunis (fixed-
bed reactor) ﬁU'ﬁiqﬁaLiwﬁﬁ%mﬁlﬂﬁgwgu sunvunstnadunuuvislua (plug flow) nzuIung
UitRn1sTianmzawt (steady state operation) gaumgiiasiiainauoiiaufingal uaglifinnudy
an (pressure drop) Tuufnsal n1sdraesnszuaumsviinieldgaumall 800-875 °C (Levent et al.,
2003; Bej et al., 2013) UfAsewan 3 URAsen laun

UfAsentimusnosuamele

CHg + H,O = CO + 3H, (1)
UfAzeemasuiads

CO + H,0 = CO, + H, (2)
UAseiunduveInIsiiniing

CH4 + 2H,0 &= CO, + 4H, (3)

nsdnaeInsiinanudniufizenan 2 U§senasldulisenn (1) uag (2)

/AN

Tunns@nwiientin mf-azamJadﬂﬂizmuﬂ'ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ%mwé’ﬂ 2 UHnTen L5agAIuIN
aussnuvesUnsainldannsdifiuiitemdn 3 UfAtemndieuiisuivaussouzvesufnsaidils
NNFANLNAIIUGATEmEN 2 UATen Tuﬁﬁamiauwawﬁﬂidﬂa%‘lﬂEJm'iLLansTu (conversion)
yosfiny fnsudasiuvesiimuiidaenit 2 nsdifialndiAsstumnn fasfioldinnisauuiing
UfATeman 2 Ufisenaunsaviild nsudasiuresiinuAediuruluavesiivuivin §Agenluld
Wisufudnluavesiuiidruinsal fosaznmsuvasiuresiinudiuniag
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%conversion = —— x100 (4)

CH4i

1Y

AponsINTsualdauavresfnedmuiuITn
AednIINsIasluavesieiinuinialnvesunsal

Wieufasediuly Sruuluavesiinuavgnldlunisiugisenuntu uiuluavesiiny

FanasnmadIvesufnsaiauianieenvesunsal AmunsuUauvesimuaziigluaIng
madraudiamisesnvesufnsal nsAwiuniswlasiuresiimudnduieserfauuuiiasimig
AlAAIERS Pellauufgiusiolul

B Do

Taen

nszaumsiLiulufian1izasia (steady state operation)
pnumpfinsfiashiavetaufinsel

AR (pressure drop) Teeunn aulieAnusuihAuesyu
nsluavesveslwaluufnsaidunuuvisla (plug flow)

1Y

aunInaavasinvsaslaleulanadl
dF. ¢

—->v.rA=0 (5)
dz !

J
j=1

ApdnsINsvalsluavesfing i (mol/s)
Z  fendaeukuiknuvestfnsal (m)
ABdUUIEANS stoichiometric vasinwaAUsenoy / lwufisen

[y aaa . 3
98n5159983UA381 j (mol/m’ s)

[

d A v oo a ¢ 2
pWurUIRAYaIUnId (M)

[

Raulvveuwadmivvasiaudazyiainad1vesUnsaiuansnsil
/=0 Fi = FiO (6)

fnaudnsnivesufisen r Tuaunisi (5) lunuideilldves Xu uag Froment (1989) &

lﬁ%miaam%mﬂ‘ﬁqm (Levent et al., 2003; Ghouse and Adams, 2013; Cipiti et al, 2016) Awal

LY < aaa a o &
BﬁiﬁLi'JGU@ﬂUQﬂiﬁJ’]HJFJu@Qu
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K (P, Puo ! P ) (1= (P P 1 Ky Py Py )

pl Y cH,
2
Den

1

ky (PeoPuo ! Py, )(1 —(Py, Po, 1K, Peo Py )

p2 - CO
Den*

=

kZ(PCOPI-iO /PI-ZS)(I_(PHZPCOZ /sz PCOPHZO))

r, =
2 2
Den

g
Den=1+K_,P., + KHZPH2 + KCH4PCH4 + KHZOPHZO /P

HZ
-E,
k; =ky; exp RT

—-AH.
K. =K, exp| ——
i 0i p( RT]

(")

(8)

9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

! o < aaa [ v ! d' o 2/
AIRIVBATNTIVBIULNIYN (k) WALIUNTERU (Ea) AIAINNITNATU (Ky) AIINTOUYDINITAA

U (-AH) wazArsiaugauisenadl (K,) wansluns 1
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M15099 1 WEEnlnLuBEaLNNAeS ANEIUNTEAY ANANFEUTEINIIRATU LavAIAsTdNna

Uiz el

Al WIONnwuwTsaurnmas  wasunszAu, £, (ki/mol)
(koy); (Kop) ANNTBUVBINITAATU(-AH,) (k)/mol)

k(mol bar™” Am’s) 8918 x 10" 240.1

k (mol/(m’s bar)  4.127 x 10° 67.13

ks(mol bar” /m’s) 2153 x 10" 243.9

Keo (bar ) 8.23 x 10" 70.65

Kena (bar ) 6.65x 10" 38.28

Kiigo () 1.77 x 10° -88.68

K (bar ) 6.12x 10" 82.9

K1 = expl-26830/T+30.114) , (bar)’

Koz = exp(4400/T-4.036) , dimensionless

Ko = exp(-22430/T+26.078)  (bar)’

lun1sandnuiwveslisemanvensruiunsiaensauufdniujisendn 2 U§ATen
WUARTeN 1 uar 2) isliansaldanaidnsnivesufitoniuanslagaunisi (7) way (8) 1
Taonss iagldguuuuidsatuannmsiodesannis uideaudoumsfimesluinat feduisis
Fouinatisariimesujiedmiunsdifiauniiiuifsemdn 2 U§Ase dil

k1 (Pcmphilzlo1 /P:;Z)(l_(P;cho /Kpl PCH4PH20))
e Den’ (13)

kz(PcoPI;l:o1 /PI-ZZZ)(I_(PHZPCOZ /sz PCOPHZO))

s (19)
en

r2=
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wWsenlnuwdeawnnmes(ky, ag ky,) NENIUNTEAUUIULATeN (B, WAz Ey) Hasiavd
Aderusugegvesinu leutnazlalasiau (o, Ay, O O, O, LAY Oy XUILASNITIATIEH
n1sanne8 (regression analysis) N153LATIERNISORRREEIMSUNUITBHaz]dSouarnsIUa WYY

[

fnafiwumuitnvesufnsalidu objective function Jsanunsaideulsnsil

OF =Y (X2 — xZae)’ (15)

NAN1599¢
a & va Y = aan AdA aaa ) aaa 2 o A
HAIAIIZYNTaRaRYlAUNILSRISIVEIURAS N SANTUAATe AN 2 URATe 1usadl

8.92x10" exp(_zlf;'3j(Pg’;j3P;,j; [P ) (1= (P P 1Ky Py, Pyo))

CH,
o (16)
! Den?
—41.91
4.13x10° exp (MJ<PC‘39P;,'2603 1Py )(1=(P, Py 1Ky Py Py )
r = > (17)
Den

=

JUN 1 wansnsudasduvasiinuiisunuiinavesugnsaintaaindiwialaeldugiisen

wan 3 UfAsewariilduiiseman 2 Unsen anguasmiuitAinisulasiuvesdimuilaain
Anadaglduiseman 3 Uiseuadldu]iseman 2 Uiasenlndfesiuannynaamall Ay
wAnANgUBIAINIsWUasuAnIeenvasUnsaidalidiu 0.1 % Tunineauinslidndudesdd 3

UATen MsauufinnszuIunsiiiufisenan 2 Ujasenawnsavinle
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Z (m)

Ui 1 mswlasiuvesiimuiasunmitavesufnsal dmsunsdifufizemdn 3 UfATen 7
gaungi 800 °C (), 825 °C (), 850 °C () uar®75 °C () Wisununsanduffsendn 2 ¥fjizen (

wan1nil SeldTiameiiuisuifisuasAvsznovvesineedndudie asedl 2 wang
psAUsENOUYRIATNdaryiafinsoonvesfnsaifldarndunnlagldufAsomdn 3 UfATen
Wisuifleurunsdiifufisovan 2 U§Ase1 foamgdl 800 ua 825 °C 1319l 3 wansesAUsENey
fanan fignumgdl 850 uay 875 °C MnmadiuldinsdiiaunAindufizemdn 2 U§isen Tina
nsfuinedUsznevvesineLiagyininieeenvesujnsallndifsadunsdniufazeomdn 3
Ufnsernnynaamgll Buduladnisduinaussausvesufnsalannsald 2 Ujfsemdnunu 3
Ufisevanta
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15197 2 % dry composition U84 3 UfATe LAy 2 UAAFen flgaumindl 800 wag 825 °C

o}

gamgll (°0) 800 825

asAUszneu 3 URASen 2 UfAsen 3 URAsen 2 UjAsen

CHq 8.10 8.10 6.22 6.22
Cco 10.31 10.30 11.56 11.56
CO, 12.82 12.83 12.08 12.08
H> 68.76 68.77 70.13 70.13

AN9797 3 % dry composition ¥ed 3 UFATe LAY 2 UG ﬁqmmﬁ 850 wag 875 °C

Temp () 850 875

component 3 Ujnsen  2Ufften  3Unnsen 2 Unaen

CHq 4.67 4.66 341 3.38

CcO 12.72 12.73 13.76 13.79

CO, 11.37 11.36 10.71 10.70

H, 71.24 71.25 72.12 72.13
Gl

9

wan1siaeudsiiavuansinlfinisuasiuresiinumuiidavesufnsaidldannisdiuia
Told 3 UfATewaz 2 UFATemdn IndiAssfuinninneamgiuftanis uaznsiese
psAUsENOUTRIfTUsazaianuInesdUsEnouvesfTLiazudinfiunoonve sl fnsalildainduaa
Tneld 3 UfAsewar 2 UfAsemanalndidesiu Buduledn 3 Uasemdnuas 2 UAsemanii
aussouzvesUfnsaiiunflonsu dufunisauuiiinssuiunsiiufisewdn 2 Ao RTifieme
W
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