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Perception of Impacts of shino-Thai Free Trade Launching of Farmers Growing Rice

in Mae Ai District, Chiang Mai Province
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Abstract

This study was conducted to investigate: 1) socio-economic attributes of farmers growing rice
in Mae Ai district, Chiang Mai province; 2) knowledge and understanding about the free trade launching
policy of the farmers; 3) impacts of shino-thai free trade launching on the farmers; 4) problems encountered
and needs of the farmers; A set of interview schedules was used for data collection administered with 267
rice farmers in Mae Ai district obtained by simple random sampling. Obtained data were analyzed by
using the statistical Package.

Results of the study revealed that four-fifths of the informants were male, 44 years old on
average, married, elementary school graduates and had 4 family member on average. They had 12.89 rai
of'land holding each and there an average total income was 225,962.55 bath per year. There capital source
was the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. The informants had 14.94 years of
rice growing experience. Almost all of them were members of the farmers group. They perceived
agricultural information through television most. They contacted agricultural extension workers for 2.06
times per years and attended a training for 3.69 times per year on average. They had a moderate level of
knowledge and understanding about the Shino-Thai free trade launching.

The informants had a high level of positive and negative opinions about the Shino-Thai free
trade launching. Most of theme had problems in rice growing based on production costs and fluctuation
of rice price. They suggested that the government should determine a certain and appropriate policy for
rice farmers. This includes a training on new methods of rice production for increased efficiency and
decreased production costs.

Regarding factors having a relationship between socio-economic attributes and the perception
of impacts of the Shino-Thai free trade launching, there was a significant relationship at 0.05 between the
perception and sex, land holding type, training experience, and knowledge. As a whole, the value of the
relationships between the independent variables and the dependent variable was R2 = 0.207 or 20.70
percent. That was, all independent variables could explain variation of the dependent variable for 20.70

percent while the rest (79.30%) were influence of other variables.

Keywords: Perception / shino-Thai Free Trade
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